Today’s Squads 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


JOHN PEROSHZ 
ROBERT 8 
MATTHEW LANGDON 
Martiew BINGLEY 
MARK RupDAN 


(CapTain) 
PERINICH 
David SEAL 


TROY CRANNEY 
SIMON CATANZARO 
Pui Moss 

SHANE Lyons 

TONY FARIA 

DEAN CULINA 

PAUL BILOKAPIC 
PAUL WEARNE 
GRAHAM ARNOLD (CoAcH) 
Jess VAN STRATTEN 
MICHAEL CuNIGco 
PAUL HENDERSON 
ADAM SNYDER 
ELvis OLIC 

RYAN GRIFFITHS 
JACK SOBGZYK 
ADAM GRIFFITHS 
ABBAS SAAD 

IAN Crook 

SEAN CRANNEY 
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KINGZ footbat club 


FOOTBALL KINGZ 


MICHAEL Urtinc 
Cue Bunce 

RIKI VAN STEEDEN 
FABIO MACOLINO 
JONATHAN PERRY 
MARCUS STERGIOPOULOS 
Wynton RUFER (Coacu) 
Curis JACKSON 
FreD De JonG 
DINO MENNILLO 
ROBBIE MIDDLEBY 
Harry NGATA 
EVENT OSMAN 
Bartram Suri 

VAN VICELICH 
LEE Jones 
MAcIEL EDMILSON 
Stuart RIDDLE 
sKIGH KENYON 
JASON Barty 
DAVID Moya 
AARON SILVA 
Simon EBAppy 


REFEREE: Mathew Breeze 
ASST. REFEREES: Stewart Lockery 


Ben Williams 
4TH OFFICIAL: Ben Wilson 
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INNOVATIVE 
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EAGLE WIRELESS PRODUCTS INCLUDE: 
Digital answering machines, 
CLI units, DVD players 
and Mobile 
phones. 
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re) PROUD 
SPONSORS 


EAG = OF 


Available from all major retailers or call 
Eagle Wireless on 02 9758 0300 for your nearest stockist. 


Kappa proud new team wear sponsors of Northern Spirit. 
New jersey is now avaliable from the following stores: 


Action Sports Player - Team Fever - Insport - 
Warriewood Parramatta North Sydney 

Sportscene - Paul's Ware Grace Bros - 
Campbelltown Homebush Sydney City 
Penrith Rebel - Brookvale 
North Ryde Broadway Chatswood 
Fairfield ‘ Ghats Miranda | 

Macquarie 


HnteASS) Sydney City 


Soccer City - 


Rockdale Brookvale 
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REGISTERED OFFICE: 


Northern Spirit 
Football Club 
13-15 Ridge Street, 


(02) 9460 2183. 
email: contact@ 
northernspirit.com.au 


web-site: 
Www.northernspirit.com.au 
President 

Kathryn Greiner 
Chairman 


Remo Nogarotto 
Vice-Chairman 
Emmanuel Zammit 
Head Coach 
Graham Arnold 
Assistant Coach 


am Coach 
van Egmont 


Colts Co 
Trevor Morgan 
Super-Youth Coach 
Sab Trovato 


Coach 


ations Manager 

issa Down 
Membership & Supporter 
Liaison Officer 

Micky Brock 
Administration Assistant 
Danielle Kinsey 

Media Director 

David Mason/Javelin 
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welcome 


Plenty of pride at 
stake tonight 


by GRAHAM ARNOLD 
Northern Spirit’s coach 


( 


FOR the past 10 days | have been heavily Me y) 
involved with the Australian National team as we < 
fought out the two-game series with Brazil. r Ny 

Being back amongst the Socceroos reaffirmed my a Al UHI] 
opinion of international football and has me anxious for | 
Northern Spirit to get stuck into Auckland's Football Kingz 
tonight. 

During my Socceroo days as a player we had many 
tough battles with the Kiwis. We gave them nothing, they 
expected nothing and the feelings were mutual. It was war 
and | have been drilling that attitude into the Northern 
Spirit players in the lead up to tonight's match. 

Make no bones about it, the Football Kingz are trying to 
make a point to their Aussie neighbours that New Zealand 
football is a force to be reckoned with. 

Having played against the Kiwis many times | can tell 
you that it is our job,is to ensure that they do not leave 
North Sydney Oval tonight trumpeting those tunes. We 
have not had the best run of late and | see this match as 
the ideal way for my players to lift and step up the extra 
gear that has been missing. 

Northern Spirit has an abundance of players who have 
tasted international football and | will be calling upon their 
national pride to get us over the top of the Kingz. Robbie 
Slater, Sean Cranney, Luke Casserly, Abbas Saad, 
Matthew Bingley, Robbie Enes and even myself on the 
sidelines — we have all stepped out onto the international 
arena and | will be making sure they know the importance 
of the match tonight. 

While | have been in camp with the Socceroos | have 
certainly not been neglecting my duty as far as Northern 
Spirit is concerned. We have shuffled training around so 
that | look after the Northern Spirit boys of an early 
evening. 

It has been amazing at how many of the Socceroos 
have been asking me questions about the Northern Spirit 
and how we have been going. Are the crowds still great? 
What is the atmosphere like? 

| have had all sorts of questions, unfortunately | didn't 
get the one question | was hoping would come my way: 
“Can | come and play with Northern Spirit?” 

The one good thing from Northern Spirit's point of view 
is that | have learned so much from being around the 
players in the Socceroo squad. Hopefully that will be 
evident tonight when we take on the Football Kingz. 
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MAINTAIN THE 
LIFESTYLE YOU ENJOY 


GUARANTEED 
BUSINESS OVER AND 
ABOVE YOUR NORMAL 
TRADING 


20,000 BUSINESSES IN 
AUSTRALIA CAN’T BE 
WRONG 


IT’S ALL DONE WITH 
CREDEX 


FOR INQUIRIES PHONE FREE 
CALL 


1800-000-704 


HARRY PLAYS 
IT KEWELL 


AWOL Socceroo star Harry Kewell (right) - 
otherwise known as “Northern Spirit’s 
Number One Fan” — is sorry he has let the 
fans down, says his manager Bernard 
Mandic, of IMG Management. 


Star midfielder Harry was due to play for 
Socceroos in the recent friendlies against 
Brazil, until stopped by his English club 
Leeds United, who are currently second in 
the English premiership table, largely 
thanks to Harry's startling form. 


The club was unhappy with Harry making 
the journey home and sited an injury as a 
reason for him not play for the Socceroos. 
Harry was unwilling to defy his Leeds boss 
David O'Leary. 


“He does feel unhappy about disappointing 
people in Australia,” said Mandic this 
week, “but you’ve got to make tough 
decisions in football that aren’t necessarily 
popular, and he’s not there to win 
popularity contests.” 


“He’s got to think about where he lives and 
earns his money — and whether he is 
pleasing the person who's his boss. That’s 
human nature. 


“It’s up to the Australian public to judge 
him on his football. He'll be there when 
Australia needs him — his attitude hasn’t 
change. It’s early on in his career but things 
will change in the future.” 


Mandic intimated that Harry might be 
prepared to move to another club in order 
to gain more freedom to play for his 
country. 


“Italian and Spanish clubs don’t have a 
problem with releasing players, as long as 
it’s not for more than seven times a year. 
It’s usually written in their contract — it’s 
part of the deal,” he said. 


Last season Harry attracted interest from 
Spanish giants Athletico Madrid and 
Juventus of Italy, and a number of 
enquiries have been made this season. 


Meanwhile, Mandic also passed on a 
message from Harry to Spirit fans: “Be 
patient with the team, he’s pretty confident 
they will turn the corner — they’ve got too 
many good players not to.” 


team news 


Keep your Spirits up 

OUR start to the season has been 
disappointing, to say the least, and has 
been one of the main reasons why Graham 


Arnold’s hair is turning grey quicker than he 
would like. 


But consider this. Looking through the 
corresponding fixtures from last year to the 
matches played already this season shows 
that Northern Spirit has picked up points it 
did not gain in its debut season. 


This season Spirit has: 


* Defeated Sydney United away (last year 
we lost) 


¢ Beaten by South Melbourne away (same 
result last year) 


* Beaten by Newcastle at home (only drew 
last year) 


* Drew with Brisbane Strikers away (beaten 
last year) 


° Beaten a Sydney Olympic at home 
(same result last year) 

* Beaten by Wollongong away (same result 
last year) 


* Beaten by Marconi away (same result last 
year). 

So out of those games this year Northern 
Spirit has four points but last year we 
picked up just one. 


It may not be helping Arnie come to terms 

with the start, but for desperate fans it is a 

glimmer of hope to cling to as we all dream 
of another run through to the playoffs. 
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Last Season 
The Premier League 
Enjoyed a 
Audience } 


The Quality of the Football 


Mitre\ > 


The authority... 


Australian Distributors: Mitre Sports Pty. Ltd. 
Telephone: (02) 4577 1670 Fax: (02) 4587 8304 


+FA Premier League Estimated Worldwide Television Viewing Figure 


Goodbye, says Arnie ... 


Hello (again) says Chippy 


GRAHAM Arnold this week announced his 
retirement from playing with the first team — 
and at the same time congratulated lan 
“Chippy” Crook on reversing his retirement 
decision of last month! 


Arnie said of the comeback: “lan Crook's 
decision to put his boots back on was 
great news to me. When he initially 
decided to retire it was with regret that | 
accepted his decision because | knew that 
he still had a lot to offer the game here in 
Australia. 


“He was still playing good football and 
after spending a season with him in Japan | 
know what he is capable of, and | know 
what he can offer Northern Spirit's fans 
and players by getting out on the pitch. | 
respected his decision to call it quits but 
deep down | thought he should keep at it. 


However, he added: “I won't be pulling the 
boots back on any more. | have come to 
the conclusion that coaching as well as 
playing is too taxing on a guy my age so | 
will be concentrating on my coaching 
duties. 


“| have had my day and now it is time for 
the emerging stars in the Northern Spirit 
squad to get out there and lead the charge 
on the field.” 


FANS at North Sydney Oval tonight could 
be handed a rare treat if Northern Spirit 
Captain Robbie Slater passes a late fitness 


test and is included in the Spirit side to 
play the Football Kingz. 


You may remember last year that Robbie 
was named runner up in the Oceania 
Player of the Decade awards. The winner - 
Wynton Rufer, is the Football Kingz player- 
coach. 


If Robbie makes a comeback from his calf 
injury it will be the first time the two best 
players from this part of the world have 
been pitched against each other since the 
awards were presented. 


WHEN Northern Spirit travelled south to 
take on Wollongong Wolves and also 
against Marconi last weekend at Marconi 
Stadium the players have been astounded 
at the growing number of Northern Spirit 
supporters travelling to away games. 


Graham Arnold even said he felt sorry for 
the fans who travelled to Wollongong only 
to be served up what they saw. 


“| can understand why they would be feeling 
upset after travelling down here to see that,” 
he said. “I'm sorry to those loyal people.” 


Pezza fights back 


INJURY-plagued Tony Perinich is currently 
undergoing tests to discover the extent of 
the damage to his ankle injury. 


Since joining Spirit from Wollongong 
Wolves, the striker was ruled out for the 
entire 1998-1999 season with injury - he 
finally made his debut at the October 29th 
Olympic game. 

Said Pezza last week: “I’ve been playing on 
it, after returning from the fracture, in the 
last couple of games and | couldn’t twist or 
turn during the Olympic game. 


“| was going to play on with it but Arnie 
could see | was limping on that side and 
said I’d better get it checked out before 
any greater damage was done. 


“I’ve had an injection in it now and hope to 
be back playing against Marconi, but if | 
miss that one, | want to be back against 
the Kingz. 


“It would be nice to get over the injuries 
that seem to be plaguing me since | came 
to Spirit. Then | can show our wonderful 
supporters what | am really capable of.” 
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Spirits at home 


eran —edlobaatty 


i aa eae hacen PEE 5 cba aa. Sent: eat a 
HE Northern Spirit faithful arrived en masse at Spirit Arnie gives a display of 
Park, but the home side struggled to give the aerial power, above. Bingers 
majority of the 16,000 crowd much to cheer about. in midfield combat, right. 


Sydney Olympic inflicted disappointment on Graham 
Arnold's men - still looking for their first home win — with 
a performance that mixed passion and skill with grit. 


They laid claim to the midfield for much of the game, 
packing out the centre of the park to prevent Spirit from 
playing in attack. While Spirit searched for options, their 
opponents kept a zealous hold of possession and built 
on some adventurous moves often from deep within their 
own half. Chief tormentor was as Gabriel ‘Chi Chi’ 
Mendez, who joined Olympic from Spirit at the end of 
last season. 

This time it was the South American’s turn to elude 
Spirit, generating numerous offensives for his side with 
his dynamism, sometimes leaving his opponents chasing 
shadows. 

As his boss Blanko Culina, Olympic’s coach whose 
son Dean has just joined Spirit, admitted after the game: 
“Chi Chi had something to prove today.” 

Spirit went close on several occassions — most 
notably when David Seal’s close-range volley produced 
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an impressive reflex save from Olympic 

goalkeeper George Bouhoutsos in the > 

final minute, after Luke Casserly had. > 
crossed from the byline. Another yy 
chance arose after Arnie took himself 

out of the sweeper role at the back and 

played as support for Seal up-front in the second half. 


Arnie’s clever pass put Seal through on goal to 
create panic among the Olympic defence with his 
attempt. Olympic’s reaction to Arnie’s presence was to 
close ranks tightly in defence and secure the away win. 


Mark Rudan rescued Spirit in 58th minute when he 
cleared Cardozo’s header off the line. 


John Perosh - making his debut for Spirit - starred for \- 
Spirit in goal, though he \ «. 
did have help from the \\ 
post when Olympic hit 

the upright in second half. 


The goal 
that separated e 
the two teams 
came in the 15th 
minute following a 
goal-mouth scramble in which 
Olympic hit the woodwork twice, 
resulting in an own goal. 


Olympic striker Zlatko 
Arambasic’s shot from outside 
the penalty box thudded against 
the crossbar, before Pablo Cardozo 
headed the rebound again onto the 
bar and the ball being turned into the 
Spirit net in the confusion of the 
goalmouth melee. 


Tony Perinich back after injury, above. 
Langers finds no way through, below. 
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By Ray Gatt 
Soccer correspondent for The Australian 


HO would have believed it? After 
Wieser rounds of the national 

competition, there it was for all to 
read in black and white in Monday's 
newspapers ... Brisbane Strikers: played 
7, won 5, drawn 2, lost 0, points 17, 
position: FIRST. If you were like me, you 
probably blinked once, twice, three times 
and realised that, no, your eyes weren't 
playing tricks on you. 

Yes, the team some have cruelly 
described as the beer-and-skittles outfit.of 
the NSL sit proudly, and deservedly so, at 
the top of the table —- a testament to the 
wonderful job engineered by former 
Socceroo captain John Kosmina. 

Despite one of the poorest financial 
budgets in the league, Kosmina has 
worked wonders with his side, instilling a 
sense of belief and confidence that has 
been sadly lacking since the great days of 
the 1996-97 championship. 


The Strikers came of age as a 1999- 
2000 championship contender with a 1-1 
draw with Carlton at Suncorp-Metway 
Stadium last Saturday night as both sides 
maintained their 100 per cent unbeaten 
record this season. 


If anything, that result proved that those 
who are waiting for Brisbane to take a 
nosedive down the table could be waiting 
for a long, long time. 

While the Strikers stocks are at an all- 
time high, Northern Spirit's fortunes 
continue to tumble. Just like it is difficult to 
believe Brisbane are top of the table it is 
hard to comprehend the Spirit languishing 
at the bottom with just four points from a 
possible 21. 

Last week's 1-0 loss to Marconi 
Stallions continued their wreched run 
which has seen them go winless since the 
first round defeat of Sydney United. 

Still, there were some good signs 
against the Stallions and it would be a fool 
who would suggest they won't be in the 
firing line for a finals spot come next June. 

The NSL table has certainly taken on an 
interesting look. Olympic recovered from 
their shock loss to Auckland to record a 
solid 1-0 win over the always-hard-to-beat. 
They hold down third spot on 15 points 
and are travelling nicely thank you very 
much. The ever-reliable Stallions are on a 


roll, having notched a third straight win 
after downing Spirit last week. 

They have climbed to fourth spot on 
14 points and seem to be getting better 
with each match. 

Wollongong Wolves are definitely the 
most exciting team to watch in the 
league. There have been 28 goals scored 
in matches in which they have been 
involved and, fortunately for Wolves fans, 
their team has been on the right end of 
most of the scorelines. 


They produced a good effort to beat 
the Kingz 4-2 last week, avenging the 3-3 
draw in which they threw away a two- 
goal advantage in probably the most 
controversial game of the season. 


Perth Glory have surprisingly 
dropped their last two games against the 
Strikers and Parramatta, and coach Bern 
Stange will be working overtime to get 
back to the sort of form we have come to 
expect from one of the big guns of the 
competition. 


Parramatta Power got a much- 
needed boost with a 3-1 win over Glory 
last week and coach David Mitchell 
would be delighted his side finally 
converted some of the many chances 
they have created in recent weeks, 


Unfortunately for Newcastle fans, the 
Breakers slipped to another defeat with a 
3-0 loss to the Knights, which allowed 
the Melbourne side to get off the bottom 
of the table. After such a good start to 
the season things are turning sour for 
Newcastle. But, they are too good a side 
not to turn it around in the next few 
weeks. 


ROUND 7 RESULTS 


Adelaide Force 1-1 South Melbourne 
Parramatta Power 3-1 Perth Glory 
Brisbane Strikers 1-1 Carlton 
Gippsland Falcons 0-1 Sydney Olympic 
Marconi Stallions 1-0 Northern Spirit 
Football Kingz 2-4 Wollongong Wolves 


Melbourne Knights 3-0 Newcastle Breakers 
Canberra Cosmos 3-0 Sydney United 


NSL LEADING GOALSCORERS 


Paul Foster (Brisbane Strikers) 6 
Zeljko Babic (Marconi Stallions) 5 
Daniel Watkins (Canberra Cosmos) 5 
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captain’s call 


YOU’/RE MAGNIFICENT! 


By Spirit’s ROBBIE SLATER 


IT is great to be back home again 
after two matches on the road, 
even if | didn’t play in them. Things 
haven't been going as well as we 
thought they might, and I'd like to 
say that we really need the 
supporters to get behind us, 
because I’m very confident we can 
turn this around and not only push 
for a Top Six spot, but figure very 
well in it. 

Hopefully, if selected, |’ll be 
back in the side tonight, in front of the best 
supporters in Australia, and without making 
excuses, we have had a few players injured 
early in this campaign, which has meant 
we haven’t always been able to put our 
first 11 on the pitch. 

Crooky is now back playing — after the 
shortest retirement in football history, by 
the way — and with players coming into 


form, we should start getting back 
to winning ways tonight.’ 

We need to get off on one of our 
winning runs and tonight’s game 
could well be the catalyst that 
sparks us into top gear and set us 
off heading up the table. 

I'd like to welcome our visitors 
tonight, the Football Kingz, and 
wish them all the best for the rest 
of the season, but not during the 
90-minutes here, of course. It’s 
great that they are in the league and adds 
a little cross-Tasman spice to the matches. 

l'll finish with yet another thank-you to 
our fans. You have been magnificent from 
day one, but this season you have 
exceeded our hopes and have been there 
when we needed you the most. | know it 
sounds repetitive but the players really are 
very appreciative of your efforts. Cheers. 


iSport 


Visit Australia's leading Soccer Website 


>» World Soccer News Feed 
>» NSL Results, Match Previews & Stats 
> Soccer Australia Updates 


www.isport.com.au 


Friday November 19th, 1999 


— Sao = Fe OS Se, ee ee a ane ce in e 


INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS FOR} 
TOMORROW'S MARKET 


spiritual guidance aa 


EAGLE WIRELESS PRODUCTS INCLUDE: Going Gong aes 
Digital answering machines, = a oe ec 
sy Tancred Fergus 


(@ LI un its, DVD playe rs f THE regular bus travellers began gathering 


at the North Sydney Hotel around 3pm and 


1 there was a general positive feeling among 
an d Mobi le the fans that today's game could Ne the 

one where our form would turn around. of support Spirit take to away games always 
By the time the bus arrived around provides a friendly and often electric 

4pm, the eagerness to get to Wollongong atmosphere for both our fans and the players. 

was building and many could not wait to This game was to be no exception, and 

start the journey. This year the Supporters the large number of blue and yellow 

Committee decided to offer group away streamers and balloons (not to mention a few 

travel for all away fixtures, after the capsicums) added to the atmosphere. 


wonderful success of the away trips last 
season — and the trip to the Gong was to 
prove just as successful (if not the result of 


For those who have not been to 
Wollongong before, it’s a “special” ground. 
They have one modern stand, seating around 


the game). 5000, but the other three sides of the ground 
It was typical of all our away trips, with are grassy hills. More than one Spirit 

fans wearing Spirit colours, singing and supporter could be heard questioning the 

watching football videos. When Saturday lack of ground facilities and wondering when 

Comes was the day’s selection, and it was ground improvements might take place. After 

enjoyed by all. the game, the sombre mood made the long 
It’s a really great feeling to arrive for an trip home seem even longer. 

away game and see car after car, full of Some fans were playing the "What if?" 

Spirit fans arriving at the ground. The level game and the recurring question was "What if 


Wollongong had not scored so early, would 
the result have been different?" There can be 


IF YOU ALL LOVE SPIRIT CLAP YOUR HANDS .. no doubt that whatever game plan Spirit had, 
and contact Northem Spirit Supporters Club to join in with conceding a very early goal was a major blow 

matchday entertainment or to find out about travel to morale, and perhaps set the tone for the 

arrangements for State and interstate away games (Infoline rest of the game. 

8250 4004). In the media conference after the game, 

The supporters dub also organises open-days and other Graham Arnold said Northern Spirit have the 

Northem Spirit events for fans best away support in the league. It’s great to 

Phone Julian Floyd on 0411 028 765 or visit the supporters know the players really do appreciate the 

dub web-site: www.spiitlifeny large numbers of fans that travel to away 

Your Supporters Committee games, and anyone who loves the Spirit really 

Tancred Fergus —fergus@mailusydeduau 0412 231 777 should make the effort to experience an away 

John McCormack John.WcCormack@owo.com.au game. 


0412 178 666 


Tonight we face the Football Kingz for the 
first time. Whatever your feelings about a 
New Zealand club being in the Australian 
national league are, | feel they will provide us 
with one of the most interesting away trips of 
the season when we travel to New Zealand 


Julian Floyd —julianfloyd@yahoo.com 0411 028 765 
TC tc@zip.com.au 0407 407 875 

Rebecca Carey bec@ihugcomau 0411 599 724 
Antony Bross the_mogic_llama@yahoo.com 0419 699 686 
Chris Wawwright — snailtrail@optusnet.com.au 

live Pickering 


For travel arrangements to the upcoming games against next March. . 
Gippsland Falcons and Melbourne Knights please contact From a fans point of view, another 
ee R % Julian Floyd for details or look at www.spiritlife.nu interesting away trip has to be a good thing. 
Available from all major retailers or call For the bus trp to Canberra please cll John McCormack. Tonight let's get behind the boys and show 


the Kingz what real support is all about. 


Eagle Wireless on 02 9758 0300 for your nearest stockist. 
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NSL TABLE Round 7 


Brisbane Str 
Carlton 

Syd Olympic 
Marconi Stal 
Wollongong 
Sth Melbourne 
Canberra Cos 
Perth Glory 
Parra Power 
Football Kingz 
Sydney Utd 
Newcastle Brks 
Gippsland Fal 
Adelaide Force 
Melb Knights 
Northern Spirit 
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P 6. F A 
0 12mi6 
0 TEL) 8S 
1 tie 33 
1 12h ot 
1 15 13 
3 10 6 
3 at © ge 
2 10aex 0) 
3 11 12 
3 10 14 
4 5 10 
3 9 12 
3 4g 
3 fae 
5 6 11 
5 ahi 


Pts Ave. Attendance 
17 4,690 
15 3,629 
14 5,141 
14 6,701 
12 4,991 
10 7,581 
10 3,547 
9 14,547 
8 6,110 
8 5,346 
7 3,795 
6 5,513 
6 2,123 
6 5,538 
6 3,389 
4 14,433 


FIRST TEAM APPEARANCES 1999-2000 


P Henderson (gk) 
R Enes 

M Langdon 
M Bingley 
M Rudan 

L Casserly 
R Slater 

T Perenich 
D Seal 

T Cranney 
S Catanzaro 
P Bilokapic 
G Arnold 

J Perosh (gk) 
M Cunico 

J Sobezyk 
A Saad 

S Cranney 

| Crook 

C Zane 

P Moss 

A Faria 

R Griffiths 

A Grffiths 
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Gls Y/C 
- 1 
- 1 
1 
- 3 
- 1 
1 ~ 
1 1 
- 1 
- 2 
- 1 
- 1 
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NSL TOTALS 
RIC Aps Gis 
= 34 = 
1 87 1 
= 30 = 
- 205 38 
= 86 8 
= 145 3 
= 221 54 
> 74 18 
~ 110 59 
= 209 16 
- 2 p> 
a 124 11 
= 205 72 
= 34 =, 
= 26 1 
5 = 
- 165 51 
= 132 16 
s 15 2 
= 100 20 
=) 22 = 
= 4 & 
fa 1 = 
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Sunday October 10th 
Friday October 15th 


Saturday Octol 


Friday October 
Sunday November 7th 


Saturday November 13th 


Newcastle Breakers 


Sydney Olympic 


Wollongong Wolv 


Sydney United 


jouth Melbourne: 


Brisbane Strikers: 


Marconi 


2-0 Loss 6,917 

0-2 Loss 7 Aai7as 
2-2Draw Bingley, Saab 4,000 
0-1 Loss 16,134 

3-0 Loss re 5,679 5 
0-1 Loss 7 9,128 


Friday Novet Auckland Kingz 7.80pm 
Saturday November 27th 9. Gippsland Falcons 14 7pm Falcons Stadium 
Friday December 3rd 10. Marconi = 7.30pm 
Sunday December 12th 11. = x ~ Melbourne Knights 6pm ; Knights Stadium 
Friday December 17th 12. ‘Adelaide Force ie 7.30pm 
‘Tuesday Dec mber 28th 13. * ae Canbe Cosmos 7.30pm Bruce Stadium 7 
yy January 2nd 14. Brisbane Strikers. i 7.30pm a ‘ 

Friday Januuary 7th 15. Sydney United 7.30pm 
Friday January 14th “46. sPethGlory itu 
Friday January 2 st 17; Zz Carlton c 7.30pm Olympic Park 
Wednesday January 6th 18. Carlton — - a 1% 7.30pm Say 
Friday January 2 28th 19. —— ? Parramatta Power 7.30pm Parramatta Stadium u 
Friday February 4th 20. South Melbourne Sidon aes 
Friday February 11th 21. ‘ Newcastle Breakers Ber 7.30pm Breakers Stadium 
Friday February 18th 22, e Strikers 7.30pm ; 
Sunday February 27th 23. "Sydney Olympie 6.30pm Belmore Oval 
Friday March 3 id 24. Wollongong Wolves 7.30pm =. 

lay March 1 Oth 25. Marconi — 7.30pm 
Friday March 17th 26. r Tre ~ Auckland Kings 7.80pm North Harbour Stadium 
Friday Mareh24th 27. Gippsland Falcons 7.30pm 
Sunday April 2nd 28. Marcon! — st. 6pm. it Marconi Stadium 
Friday April 7th 29. Melbourne Knights wi 7.30pm 
Friday April 14th 80. Adelaide Force 8pm Hindmarsh Stadium 
Thursday April 20th 31 Canberra Cosmos 7.30pm 
Tuesday April 25th 32. ; Brisbane Strikers 7pm Suncorp Metway Stadium: 
Friday April 28th 33. Parramatta Power 7.30pm 
Sunday May 7th 34. Perth Glory 3pm. Perth Oval 


HOME: All home games will take place at North Sydney Oval, unless notified otherwise 


AWAY: Travel arrangements to games can be made through the Northern Spirit Supporters Club (Infoline tel: 8250 4004). 


== youth & colts 


Breaking into 
the Youth and 
Colts teams 


Spirit assistant coach Ian 
rook explains what it takes 


PLAYERS for the Colts side come from 
anywhere in NSW, but the search for 
quality does not stop on our own doorstep 
and the reality is that if we are informed of 
a player showing prospects in Queensland 
or Perth, for example, obviously we would 
be prepared to have a look at them. 

We certainly look everywhere in NSW 
and are currently very hopeful of signing a 
boy from Griffith - not one of the most 
densely populated areas of the state, away 
from the city, where most players tend to 
come from. 

When asked what we look for in 
younger players, first and foremost they 
have to be able to pass the ball well. 

| feel that, especially with the Colts and 
maybe in the U/16 sides, the kids that are 
big and strong tend to be the ones that get 
noticed. The trouble is the other lads start 
to catch up in terms of ability and, more 
often than not, overtake them. So paying 
too much attention physique can be 
misleading. 

So | usually look for lads that are 
comfortable on the ball, can pass and, 
importantly, have a burning desire to play. 
At the end of the day, you can coach 
someone to a certain extent, help them 
with tricks and passing, and so on, but you 
cannot put that desire into somebody. 

It’s been really pleasing to see the way 
the Colts have come on this season, lying 
fourth or fifth at the moment. A big help 
has been the fact that we have been able 
to put in four over-age players, such as 
first team or youth players, and though we 
haven't done that every week, it helps the 
younger lads to learn from them. 

In fact, when the Colts played Sydney 
Olympic recently, | think the opposition had 
played five and won five, including a win 
against our Youth team, which the Colts 
one-all draw a magnificent result. 

The Youth side is going well again this 


season and Gary van Egmond seems to 
have them as a well-drilled unit. One bonus 
for Gary is that first team squad players 
Ryan Griffiths, Jack Sobezyk, Adam 
Griffiths, Simon Catanzaro, Elvis Olic, Dean 
Culina, Michael Cunico and, on a couple of 
occasions, Paul Henderson have all been 
able to play for the Youth team. 

It has been proved over the last 18 
months that here at Northern Spirit we are 
prepared to give youth a go, and! ama 
firm believer that age isn’t the important 
factor. 

You must be judged on ability and, 
whether you're 19 or 90, if you are capable 
of doing a job for the team, you're never 
too young or old. 

If you're good enough, there is no 
reason why you shouldn’t. Manchester 
United gave a chance Ryan Giggs when he 
was 17 years old, and also Norman 
Whiteside when he a year younger. 

In saying that, you have to be careful 
with boys at this age so as not to burn 
them out too soon, hence we have been 
using the rotation system, whereby a player 
may be in for a couple or three games and 
then rested for a couple. 

Soccer is a good career if you look after 
yourself properly and your coach, 
especially at a young age, protects you 
properly from playing too much too soon. 
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RESULTS 
ROUND 1 


Sydney Utd Youth 


Marconi Colts 
ROUND 2 


Newcastle Colts 
Sydney Utd Colts 


ROUND 3 
NS Youth 
NS Colts 


ROUND 4 
NSWIS 
Newcastle Yth 


youth & colts 


NATIONAL YOUTH LEAGUE 


NS Youth 
NS Colts 


NS Youth 
NS Colts 


Newcastle Yth 
Newcastle Colts 


NS Youth 
NS Colts 


NORTHERN DIVISION TABLE 


Parra Power 
AIS 

Syd Olympic 
QAS 


NS Youth 
Newcastle Brks 
NS Colts 
ACTAS 

NSWIS 
Wollongong 
Marconi Stal 
Syd Oly Acad 
Sydney Utd 
Syd Utd Colts 
Newcastle Colts 


Wollongong Colts 


Marconi Stal Colts 


Pp 


6 
f, 
5 
5 
5 
16 
5 
5 
5 
5 
4 
5 
3 
7 
6 
5 
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YOUTH TEAM APPEARANCES 
Ape Sub 


J Perosh* 
A Snyder 
E Olic 

R Griffiths 
J Sobezyk 
A Griffiths 
J Monie 

D Kane 

T MacRae 
S Catanzaro 
R Kathel 

S Miller 

P Antar 

A Israel 

C Sharp* 

P Bilokapic 
D Culina 

M Cunico 
J Hamilton 
P Henderson” 
P Moss 
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Pere etter nee 


Gls Y/C 


1 
1 
3 
1 
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ROUND 5 
NS Youth 1 
NS Colts 2a 
ROUND 6 
Syd Olympic 1 
Wollongong 0- 
ROUND 7 

NS Youth Bye 
NS Colts 7h 


=1 NS Colts 
1 NS Youth 


“United forfeit game “*Postponed 
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COLTS TEAM APPEARANCES 
Aps Sub Gls Y/C R/C 


C Sharpe* = =e PS 
D Anderson 
C Jones 

P Wearne 

G McLean 

A Monteleone 
N Vasili 

A Snyder 

L Berbis 

C Talevski 

A Faria 

J Majurovski 
R Enes 

M Cunico 

T Perenich 

N Foti 

M Sutton 

P Dougheney 
1 Church 

A Saginian 
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‘SAN ROTO 199 


Mercure, with over 400 hotels worldwide, 
is a proud supporter of soccer. We were 
hosts to thousands of players and spectators 
during the 1998 World Cup in France, 
and we are now a major sponsor of 
soccer in Australia. 

Join the players at over 30 Mercure hotels, 
resorts and inns around Australia... we’re 


ready to score goals! 


| Mercure Hotels... a proud sponsor 
of Northern Spirit. 


es 
a 


ZACCOR 


For reservations please call 1300 65 65 65 
or your AFTA or licensed travel agent. 


4 F H rle 
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ROYAL DOULTON 


PROUD SUPPORTERS. 


OF NORTHERN SPIRIT 


Royal Doulton offers 
a range of china and crystal to suit 
all lifestyles and gift giving occasions. 


For details of your nearest stockist 
call (02) 9499 1900 


Royal Doulton Australia Pty Limited ACN 000 078 562 


Spirit signed two squad replacements 
to strength this season’s line-up. 
Striker Abbas Saad, 31, the Socceroo who 

has previously played for Sydney City, 
Sydney Olympic and Sydney United, 
returned to his homeland from Malaysia to 
re-sign for United in 1997. 


The first Socceroo to play in Asia, 
Abbas had highly successful stints with 
Johor and Singapore, winning double 
championships with both sides. He was 
also three times Player of the Year and 
winner of the Golden Boot, and has made 
15 appearances for the Socceroos, making 
his first when aged only 19. 


He earned a recall to the Socceroos 
several years ago, but an injury while 
Playing for United limited his participation 
in the fateful World Cup 1998 qualifying 
stages. Our new hero has since overcome 
that knee injury, which entailed a 
reconstruct-ion, and is relishing the 
challenge ahead of him. Signed from 
United to give additional firepower to Spirit 
- Abbas scored on his debut when he 
scored against Brisbane Strikers to save an 
away point for his new side. 


Having played in front of 60-70,000 
crowds each week in the M-League in 
Malaysia, where the game’s fervour saw 
him reach celebrity status, Abbas knows all 
about the big match atmosphere. 


“Northern Spirit is how football should 
be,“ he said. “The players should 
appreciate it more. I’ve never had that 
motivation problem. 


“I've played in championship teams that 
only got 5000 fans. The players should 
work harder — most have played for 
Australia at some level. Arnie has good 


De after Clayton Zane’s departure, 


players but we just need a win. Hopefully 
the fans will see the best of me.” 


Sean Cranney, 26, has joined his 
brother Troy at Spirit from Brisbane 
Strikers, where he played for eight seasons 
before taking Arnie’s offer to join. 


Having joined his local side - Brisbane 
United — at 17, Sean continued with the 
club after it became the Strikers, winning 
the Grand Final in 1996-97. 


Brother Troy was instrumental in 
capturing Sean for Spirit, and helping his 
sibling to settle in Sydney by offering 
accommodation. “I enjoyed my time up in 
Brisbane but you always need’ a change to 
better yourself,” said Sean. “Learning from 
people like Arnie and Robbie can only help 
my game. Players like that have done so 
much in their careers and have lots of good 
ideas about the game.” 


Sean hopes the team can stay positive 
through the current tough spell, and sees 
the intensity of the Northern Spirit following 
as a key contribution to future success, 
having been on the opposing side at Spirit 
Park. “The crowd is great at the Spirit. 
That's the most impressive aspect. | also 
noticed how professional the club is. 
There’s-a lot of good players and | know it 
is going to be a battle for a position. 


“There’s a great set up here and there 
are no reasons why we can't be very 
successful. I’ve won one Grand Final and 
my ambition is to do it again with Spirit.” 
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membership 


THIS season we have two membership clubs - Mix 106.5FM Club Spirit for 
adults and Qinety6ix.1 Club H for supporters under the age of 17. Joining the 
Club is the best way to support Northern Spirit. 

Prices are just $45 for Mix 106.5FM Club Spirit or $25 for 9inety6ix.1 Club H. 
Season passes offer great savings compared to buying a ticket on a match by 
match basis and include club membership. So you still save money even after 
the season has started. 

We're having a Members day at North Sydney No 2 Oval on Sunday 5 
December. It will be a great day for meeting the players and celebrating. 
So don't hesitate, just join the Club. 

If you need a form ring the office on 9460 2187 and ask for me or email me 
on brockie@northernspirit.com.au = Micky Brock 


ern Spirit 
membershi 
for support 
the two bi 


jagnet listing 


ern Spirit Bumper Sticker. 


to Season Pass ho! to purcha: 


value for just $26. Merchar 


from th 


© 10% Discount on Mail-order handise 


© PLUS the Club is ating for big 
ertainment 


h Function at 
h the players, 


home game: 
* Invitation to special “Members Only Day’ 
* Kappa/Northern Spirit Wat: 


EYE == ‘Club Spirit’ 

¢ Northern Spirit Bumper Sticker. 

* Opportunity to purchase exclusive 
Northern Spirit Member's Merchandise. 

Regular correspondence from the club 

¢ 10% Discount on mail-order 
Merchandise. 

+ Priority booking at our end of season 
“Presentation Night”. 

* PLUS the Club is negotiating for big 
savings for members at entertainment 
venues and retail stores. Details soon! 


is the Club for adult members. It's free to 
Season Pass holders. Otherwise it’s great 
value for just $45. 
Member benefits include: 
Personalised Membership Card. 
¢ Admission to Post Match Function 

at home games with the players. 
¢ Invitation to special “Members Only Day”. 
 Kappa/Northern Spirit Cap. 
¢ Northern Spirit Fridge Magnet listing 

all home fixtures. 


whistleblower 


The ref blows for ... 


Gamesmanship 


By Micky Brock 
EIGNING injury, ~ and ‘diving’, eqecally ~ have been singled out by the International 
Board, the law-makers of football, as specific areas that needed to be looked at this 


season. In an effort to import more self-discipline and respect into the game, and to 
clean up the game's nied on the pitch, the board made-several small changes to the rules 


that deal with the issue o' Reyes preteding an offence has been committed when it has 
any incident, such as those mentioned above, should be greeted by a caution (yellow card) 
which, quite rightly in the latter case, will lead to an instant 
world leaders in using the button at the base of their flag. 
for 90-minutes. 
Of course, with the extra burdens already placed upon the 
introduction of the multiple ball system, and partly because the 
time, it is merely an 'experiment'. Another two ‘experiments’ are also 
from the required 9.15 metres (10-yards), or when showing dissent 
noted as the most cynical is the tackle from behind, for which ‘a 


not. The most important alteration to the laws of the game came in Law 12 — the section of 
for each offence committed by the culprit. 
dismissal from the field of play. 
This innovation is now common Place in the top leagues 
However, they are designed to give the official and his/her 
Officials, |'m sure many of them would feel the last thing they need is 
standard of physical fitness cipiayed by the players. The referee 
underway in the northern hemisphere this season; the first consists of 
at a decision, delaying restarts or failing to retire the required 
player can be ordered from the field directly. 


the rules that deals with 'Fouls and Misconduct’. 
The edict now reads: "Any clade) action SO ARETE on the field which is intended to 
deceive the referee must be sanctioned as unsporting behaviour." Translated, that means 
Further to this point, and relevant in this instance, is that any player attempting to get an 
opponent cautioned may also be cautioned for unsporting behaviour. 
ri This also extends to swearing or using racist remarks, 
} . Several seasons ago, Australia had the privilege of 
sialingtne referees headsets — even beating Europe to 
the punch, although English Assistant referees were the 
of Europe and, as they was the case in Australia, the 
equipment looks anything but comfortable to wear for the 
referee, especially when running diagonally across the pitch 
assistants greater communication and — a phrase to warm the 
heart of most fans — significantly reduce the amount of time lost in 
decision making and extra-time at the end of each half. 
to be worrying about bits of sticking plaster and ear pieces, 
Another significant factor in the rise of technological aids is that 
the pace of the paris, is ever increasing, partly due to the 
must always ensure that everything meets the strict requirements 
needed. 
The use of ‘equipment’ by the officials is not compulsory at this 
the 'two referee’ system, although at present a sub-committee is 
poring] out all the details, and the second concerns the ee of 
the ball and other sundries. Moving the ball forward at free-kicks 
distance are all cautionable offences. 
Referees do seem to take a very dim view to the lateral tackle, 
often confused with the sliding) variety, but the one that is really 
le 
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Spirits away 


Feeding time at 
the Wolves 


By the Spirit's Phil Moss 


ORTHERN Spirit's Top Six 
N aspirations copped a battering in the 
form of a 3-0 loss at the hands of a 
red-hot Wollongong Wolves at Brandon 
Park a fortnight ago. 

The Spirit, playing with a distinct lack of 
confidence, never recovered after going a 
goal behind after just 50 seconds — Wolves 
striker Saso Petrovski neatly lobbing 
goalkeeper John Perosh after some smart 
lead-up work by Scott Chipperfield. 

The start could not have been worse for 
the North Sydney boys after the week of 
training and pre-match talk were full of 
encouraging signs, hunger and determi- 
nation. 

Coach Graham Arnold made a couple 
of changes to the squad, with Paul 
Bilokapic restored to the central midfield 
role and lan Crook calling the shots from 


“The Spirit of the Game” 


sweeper after two weeks in retirement. 
But all the best intentions went flying out 
the window with Petrovski's early strike and 


that man again all but sealed the result with a 


33rd minute goal — again a chip over the 
advancing Perosh. 

The Spirit custodian, who has been a 
standout performer since snaring the No.1 


jersey from Paul Henderson in Round 4, could 


not be blamed for any of the goals. 

Spirit strikers David Seal and Abbas Saad 
did have a couple of chances to retrieve the 
game in the first half but their respective 


Wollongong Wolves 3 Northern Spirit 0 )— 


headers failed to hit the target. 

With Wolves up 2-0 at the break, Arnold 
decided to shuffle things around with Mark 
Rudan — already booked and lucky to 
escape a red card just before the break — 
rested for fear of being suspended for the 
Marconi match. 

Crook was pushed into midfield to try 
and spark something while left-footed 
speedster Tony Faria and workhorse Sean 
Cranney were both introduced early in the 
second half. 

But the South Coast mauling was 
completed by Wolves’ English import Stuart 
Young in the 61st minute when he 
produced a sterling finish with his head 
from a pin-point Chipperfield cross to make 
it 3-0. 

“At the end of the day, I'm at a loss to 
explain why or how all the good work we do 
in training throughout the week goes out 
the window when we cross the white line 
for a match at the weekend,” a baffled 
Arnold conceded after the match. 

“You couldn't begin to compare the form 
on the training pitch to that on match day. I’m 
at a complete loss to provide any answers.” 

There were times during the match 
when Spirit peppered the Wolves’ goal but 


at Brandon Park, Sunday November 7th, 1999 


the final pass or set-play — the visitors 
had something like six or seven corners 
in the second half — let them down 
badly. Injured skipper Robbie Slater 
conceded the performance was yet 
again well below par but urged fans to 
keep faith. 

“The players are shattered with the 
way things are going and feel they are 
letting the supporters down in a big way, 
Slater said. 

“There is not one player in the squad 
that doesn’t go out there with the best 
intentions and everyone who pulls on a 
Spirit shirt gives 110 per cent — but 
when confidence is down, it sometimes 
appears that is not the case. 

“We are working as hard as we can 
to rectify the problems and urge our fans 
— the best in Australia by a country mile 
— to stand firm behind the team. This is 
when we need you most.” 
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=e merchandise 


Check out the great range of 
Spirit merchandise available 
at the booth under the 
scoreboard tonight! 


on all items upon presentation of their member- 
ship card along with one other form of ID. 
ltems available range from Authentic Northern Spirit 
Home & Away Jerseys, Shorts, Socks, Tracksuits, 
Training Jerseys, Bags, Polos & T- Shirts (please 
note that the Kids range of Jerseys & Shorts will be 
available in early December). 
Other items include: Beanies, Caps, Scarves, Flags, Key 
Rings & Lapel Pins. 
And check out our new Northern Spirit Mini Soccer 
Balls available for $10 - great for the kids to get 
signed by the players. 


SENSATIONAL LIMITED EDITION 


We are also commencing a very special offer tonight. 

Harry Kewell - Spirit's Number 1 Supporter - has 

offered us a restricted number of his limited edition 

individually signed and numbered Harry Kewell colour 

prints. 

A limited release of only 2000, each print comes with a 

letter of authenticity. Usually retailing $99, they are 

A available for $25 each ($22 for faainbors| and make a 
great Xmas gift idea. 

Supporter-wear can be ordered over the phone through 
Spirit HQ (see contact details below). A complete Mail Order 
Catalogue will be available on December 1 and will be 
posted to all members. 


“7 COMING SOON 


Our on-line club shop will open in December 

on our web-site: www.northernspirit.com.au 

For merchandise enquiries, phone Melissa or 
Danielle at Spirit HQ on, Ph: (02) 9460 2187. 


N “The Spirit of the Game” 


Ne Spirit members receive a 10% discount 


Horses against 
the course 


of play 


By Micky Brock 


Marconi Stallions 1 


Northern Spirit 0 


at Marconi Stadium, Saturday 
November 13th, 1999 


ORTHERN Spirit went to 
Bossley Park on the back of 


their heaviest defeat of the 
season at the hands of Wollongong 
the previous weekend for a match 
against a side who are fast becoming 
our greatest NSL rivals. 
Graham Arnold, true to his word, 
gave NSL debuts to the Griffiths’ 
boys, Adam and Ryan - and they 
didn’t disappoint. 

lan Crook said afterwards of the 
youngsters: "Both played extremely 
well on debut. Adam wasn’t 
overshadowed and Ryan worked 
really hard, and Jack Sobczyk did 
very well again." 

Despite the fact that there was a 
distinct element of good fortune 
about the Marconi goal, Robbie Enes 
was bewildered at having conceded 
the free-kick that led up to it. 


Indeed, it was Enes that the ball 
ballooned off and up from Renaud’s 
kick, straight to the unmarked Babic, 
who appeared to head across goal 
and was as stunned as everyone else 
when it hit the ground and bounced in 


Spirits away 


off the upright after three minutes. 


David Seal had a marvellous 
opportunity to equalise in the 38th 
minute when getting behind the 
Stallions defence, only to see his effort 
loop up over the bar. 


And in the dying moments of the 
half, he again found space in the box, 
to be thwarted by a sprawling Michael 
Turnbull save in the Stallions goal. 


Moments earlier, another effort had 
trickled agonisingly wide of the post, as 
little seems to be going the way of the 
Spirit striker at present, although it’s not 
for the lack of trying and will be only a 
matter of time before the net starts to 
bulge again. | 
Abaas Saad was introduced into the 
game for Robbie Enes early in the 
second-half and began causing 
problems for the home team almost 
immediately. Linking up with Matty 
Langdon on the left, the pair almos' 
produced a goal for Adam Griffiths, but 
the debut boy couldn’t make clean 
enough ‘contact with the ball to threaten 
Marconi’s lead. 


"The whole performance genuinely 
picked-up over last three or four 
outings, but at the end of the day we 
still got beaten," said lan Crook after 
the match. 


He added: "Hopefully, we can now 
see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
We can still do better, and we must, but 
we are a far better team than our 
position suggests. 


"I’m not too disheartened by our 
performance, we had some youngsters 
out there making their debuts and 
overall we looked far more rounded as a 
unit. We just have to keep digging in 
and the results will follow. Obviously, we 
have to start tucking away the 
opportunities we are creating." 


“It must also be said that we have 
the best fans in Australia. Once again 
they were magnificent and chanted 
throughout the game. They are a credit 
to this club and to themselves," he 
concluded. 


meet the team 


Northern Spirit Squad 


1. John Perosh 


Goalkeeper. “JP” joined from 
Sydney United as a proven NSL 
keeper who has represented 
Australia at under-20 level. 


2. Robert Enes 


Midfielder. Aney joined from 
Portsmouth in England. A, 
versatile player with exceptional 
poise on the ball, 


3. Matthew Langdon 


Left-Winger/Midfielder. “Langers” 
is a pacy attack-minded player, 
dangerous whenever in 
possession of ball going forward. 


4. Matthew Bingley 


Defender. “Bingers” returned to 
Australia from JEF United in 
Japan. Strong at bringing the ball 
out from defence. 

5. Mark Rudan 


Central Defender. “Rudes” has 
great aerial power and strength 
on the ball, scoring some vital 
goals for Spirit. 

6. Luke Casserly 

Wing-Back. “Shaggy” plays with 
great confidence and is 
deceptively quick when going 
forward on the right flank. 
7. Robbie Slater (Captain) 


Central Midfielder. “Bulldog” is the 
most successful player in Australia, 
winning the Premier League in 
England and 28 Socceroo caps. 


8. Tony Perinich 


Striker. “Pero” was recruited from 
Wollongong Wolves, where he 
scored 18 goals in 72 games. A 
player with a nose for goal. 


9. David Seal 

Striker. “Sealy” joined from North- 
ampton Town in England, having 
previously twice been top-scorer 
in the NSL with Sydney United. 


11. Troy Cranney 


Midfielder. “Cranners” experience 
and toughness brings an added 
competitive edge to Spirit. 
Dogged in the tackle. 


12. Simon Catanzaro 

Striker, “The Freak” is a player 
with a big future who won the 
NSL Youth Player Northern 


Division of the Year award. 

13. Phil Moss 
Defender/Midfielder. “Mossy” is a 
solid and dependable player, who 
always gives his all, and a great 
favourite with the fans. 

14. Shane Lyons 

Left Midfielder. “Cliffy” is a sharp 
and quick left-hand side player 
who has played for the Australian 
Schoolboys and in Europe. 


15. Tony Faria 

Left Winger. “Tone E” - a young 
player with electrifying pace. 
Broke through from the youth 
side at the end of last season. 


16. Dean Culina 

Sweeper. “Deano’ is a gifted 
young defender who joins Spirit 
from the Victorian Premier League. 


Previously with Sydney United. 


17. Paul Bilokapic 

Central Midfielder. “Billy” won the 
Northern Spirit Player of the Year 
last season. He has a lethal left 
foot and never shirks a tackle. 


18. Paul Wearne 
Midfielder/Defender. “Wearnie” is 
an experienced young player, 
with spells at Carlton, Parramatta 
Eagles and Marconi. 


19. Graham Arnold (Coach) 


Sweeper/Striker. “Arnie” has ful- 
lled an extensive career in Japan, 

Holland and Belgium. He is the 

heart and soul of Northern Spirit. 


“The Spirit of the Game” 


20. Jess van Stratten 


Goalkeeper. Jess is the current 
Australian under-21 Joeys goalie, 
earmarked for big things and signed 
as a Spirit apprentice this season. 
21. Michael Cunico 


Central Midfielder. “Coons” is 
versatile young player, who 
brings a new dimension to 
Spirit's attacking approach. 


22. Paul Henderson 


Goalkeeper. “Hendo” was Spirit's 
Young Player of the Year, last 
season, and his cat-like agility 
improves with every game. 

23. Adam Snyder 

Striker. “Snyds” is a pacy front- 
man who broke into the squad 
from the youth team last season. 
Represented NSW schoolboys. 


24. Elvis Olic 


Sweeper. Elvis has tremendous 
poise and coolness under 
pressure in defence. Lured from 
Sydney United Juniors. 


25. Ryan Griffiths 


Striker. “Griffo” has the knack of 
being in the right place at the right 
time in front of goal. The youth 


side’s Most Improved Player. 
26. Jack Sobczyk 
Defender/Midfield. Jack was 
named Youth Player of the Year 


last season, as a robust dynamo 
in the centre of the park. 


27. Adam Griffiths 


Midfield. “Griffo” is the brother of 
Ryan and is held in high regard as 
a youth side captain last yearand 
midfield general. 


28. Abbas Said 


Midfield/striker. “Abby” has played 
15 times for the Scocceroos, and 

was three times Golden Boot and 
Player of the Year in Malaysia. 29. 


Season 1999-2000 


lan Crook 


Midfield/sweeper. “Chippy” played 
over 500 English premier games 
with Spurs and Norwich, and five 
times for England. 


30. Sean Cranney 


Midfield. “Cranners” is the older 
brother of Troy. A tough tackling 
midfielder has just joined from 
the Brisbane Strikers. 


fe 


Would your company 
like to sponsor a player? 
Call (02) 9460 2187 


Friday November 19th, 1999 


Time: 12:30pm 


DARLING HARBOUR 
PHONE: 9264-4444 
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The Daintree Café 


Presents 


Date: Thursday, 2"’ December, 1999 


DAINTREE RAINFOREST CAFE 
SEGA WORLD COMPLEX 
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Welcome to our 
visitors tonight 


LIKE Northern Spirit last term, the Football 
Kingz of New Zealand are tasting their first 
year in the National Soccer League and 
they are starting to come to terms with the 
physical nature and pace it requires to 
match the top clubs in Australia. 

The Kingz, from Auckland, started 
slowly, as did Spirit in 98/99, but the 
confidence is appearing as the players gain 
more experience with every game and 
begin to learn which players want the ball 
where, when the strikers will make their run 
and generally settling into a rhythm. 

Beating South Melbourne, the reigning 
back-to-back Champions of Australia, on 
their home patch took a mighty effort, and 


name for himself in the NSL after a 

couple of encouraging performances 
this season for Northern Spirit. 
Unfortunately, the ground announcer at 
Brandon Park when Spirit took on 
Wollongong was not quite so up to date 
with the exploits of the talented 20-year- 
old. When announcing the Northern Spirit 
squad list, he had no problems with 
“Number 26” and “Jack”, but then a 
lengthy pause followed while he attempted 
to curl his lips around the Polish moniker 
before settling for “Jack Sal”. Don't worry 
Jack everyone at North Sydney Oval 
knows who you are. 


MONG the anecdotes of the Spirit 
Azer who have played in Japan is 

ne about a common training 
method called the cone game. It involves 
hundreds of little cones being placed 
around one half of the pitch and the 
defenders attempting to stop the forwards 
from knocking them over with the ball. 
Never a popular routine among the 
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under the astute tutelage of player/coach 
Wynton Rufer — who has played for many 
years in the German Bundesliga and has 
been voted the ‘Oceania Player of the 
Century’ - they are not a team to shy away 
when the chips are down and will cause 
many teams headaches this season. 

Indeed, Rufer has a strong international 
pedigree in a football code that doesn’t 
always reach the dizzy heights enjoyed by 
codes in New Zealand. 

He holds a German A-Licence Coaching 
Certificate, won a European Cup-Winners 
Cup medal in 1993 (with Werder Bremen), 
currently holds a spot in the Top 20 list of 
all-Time-leading goalscorers in European 
competitions with some 30 goals, has been 
capped 39 times by the All Whites and 
represented New Zealand at the 1982 
World Cup Finals in Spain. 

As if that wasn’t enough, he has also 
sat on the FIFA Players’ Committee. 


It’s a game of two halves... 


players, the practice was stopped after an 
incident which left a defender requiring 11 
stitches to a gash caused by a struck cone 
shooting up and slicing the lad’s knee open 
like a knife. It’s fair to say that none of the 
players were too disappointed that time 
was called on this little avenue of fun. 


AUL Henderson is sporting a new 
hairstyle, and isn’t too pleased with it. 


When asked about the controlled 
mane, which has replaced the flowing 
locks, he responded: “It may have been cut 
short, which I’m not real keen on, but at 
least it's better than Paul Wearne’s.” The 
mop-topped Wearnie was heard to counter: 
“There's nothing wrong with my hairstyle 
mate. At least I’m still young enough to be 
trendy.” Ah, but lads, beauty is in the eye of 
beholder. 


have lost the “free flowing” look, but 
reckons it hasn’t done anything to 
improve “his fortunes”! What more can be 


said? Micky Brock 


B: the way Tony Perinich is another to 
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